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RATHER YOU THAN
ME LADIES!

CRAG RAT

YOU DESERVE THAT
AFTER 4 ROUNDS!

FUTURE CHAMPIONS
SWING ENVY?

FAREWELL
CAPTAIN KEITH

CRAG RAT
THE VOICE OF KNARESBOROUGH GOLF CLUB
Club Sets Big Makeover Target
One of the most ambitious plans the Club has ever published. That’s how the
Five Year Strategic Plan for Knaresborough Golf Club is described by the
man controlling the Club’s purse strings. It details objectives for
transforming the club across the whole ranges of its activities and calls on
members to give it every support.
more on page 2
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Five Year Plan Highlights
• Grow membership income
• Double visitor income
• Bar revenue up to £100,000
• Increase other income sources,
from sponsorship to coffee
• Encourage and develop both the
Ladies’ and the Juniors’ sections
• Target local community to build
social membership

CRAG RAT

On comps
The report looks at
demand for more shorter
format comps - nine or
eleven hole competitions
- for members with limited
time and consideration
given to a Festival Week
for Open Competitions. It
urges the creation of
competitions for novice
and junior golfers, which
would include the use of
forward tees for beginners.

On comms

As part of the programme, Management Committee will
review all current membership categories and membership
package oﬀers to ensure that both Members and the Club are
getting sustainable value. There’ll also be a drive to promote
the Club as a family friendly centre where families can play
golf together regularly.

The report demands
“improvement in all levels
of communication and
transparency between
club and members”

On the golf course the aim is simple: “To be the best golf
course in North Yorkshire”. The Club, says the Plan, will follow
the R&A’s definition of ‘Sustainable Golf Course Management,
along with an Environmental Management plan that balances
the needs of the course with the protection of the natural
environment and wildlife.

On cash

The five year course strategy sets out short, medium and
longer term objectives. These include new pathways, bunker
renovation, greens and fairway drainage, new teeing areas,
reshaping some fairways, tree management and completion
of the irrigation system as finances allow.
A feasibility study will look at the provision of covered bays,
improving or relocating storage, parking and recharging
facilities for Club and Members’ buggies.
Increasing Use of Clubhouse
On Clubhouse activity, the document proposes consultation
with the Social and Entertainment group to identify and oﬀer
a wide range of events and functions to increase the number
of customers attending the clubhouse and using the facilities.
Club Secretary/Manager Ivor Roy said the Plan was a
combination of wish list and priority list and that it spelled out
clearly the remit to which the five sub-committee chairpersons
would have to work.

“The plan is one of the
most ambitious
documents the Club has
ever published, and with
support and work on all
sides its objectives are
achievable.
“However, it all has to be
done with an eye to sound
business management
principles, which means
spending wisely and
protecting our healthy
liquidity position.”
Geoff Kelly, Finance Chair
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Champion! Christine Aims to Fly
Female-friendly Banner

Christine McGurk remembers vividly her own introduction to golf because it was a moment of
what she admits was one of ‘childlike delight’. Perhaps not surprising because it was at a golf
‘taster’ session at Billingham Golf Club when she managed to chip a ball into a children’s plastic
paddling pool.

“That was it, I was hooked… a simple thing can be the trigger
that starts it all.”
Former Ladies’ Captain and House Committee Chair, newly appointed “Women’s Champion”
Christine is keen to help a new generation find that trigger moment. The role is a key feature of
the Women in Golf Charter, the England Golf project now adopted by Knaresborough GC.
The Charter’s aim is to encourage many more women, particularly young women, into golf either
simply to enjoy playing the game or, beyond that, to envisage careers in the business of golf.
The clampdown on free movement around clubs during Covid has hindered Christine’s ability to
spread the message. But as restrictions ease, she plans to seek more face to face contact
particularly with new members.
Two Initiatives
Covid rules permitting, two core activities will engage Christine’s attention for now:

•

The Girls’ Golf Rocks scheme aims to bring two groups of half a dozen girls from
eight to 12 years old to the practice area. To help set them up, Andy Turner will be
organising school visits to spread the word.

“The plan is to run four sessions of coaching for the girls and we’re hoping parents will come
along, particularly mums, and who knows they too might be tempted to take up the sport,” says
Christine. “But their support is the first thing.”

•

Chip’n’Sip events will try to break down the formal atmosphere that sometimes
hangs over the process of joining a club. Young women, new to the game would be
hosted in groups for basic short game instruction after which they’d join their host
Members for drinks in the Clubhouse.

Christine also wants to see an active ‘buddy scheme’ in operation, with existing members
pairing up with newcomers to ensure their entry to the club is as welcoming as possible.
Within the existing membership, one thing that concerns her is the reluctance of Ladies to
volunteer for oﬃce, particularly that of Captain. She believes many ‘dread’ the prospect of taking
part in Committee sessions which are still dominated by men. But she says that younger
women, who may have professional careers, are probably readier to take on that responsibility.
On her wish list are also periodic surveys among newer female members, to assess how they’re
getting on in the Club, what they may be missing and what improvements they may like to see.
The overall objective of the Club, spelt out in the new Strategic Plan, is to increase female
membership. That said, comparatively, Knaresborough does pretty well, with numbers now at
about 100.
“We clearly do some things well. It would be useful to know from surveys what the new
members see as our strengths” says Christine.
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Personal Adds
This time it’s Arthur Hayward, who with his wife Di has been a member at Knaresborough
for three years.
What was your introduction to golf?
When I was a regional manager of the Youth Hostels Association, after a few days away working
I would borrow clubs and crash around a couple of local courses for an hour or so to wind
down. After a while I bought a few clubs to take on Fourmarks, a nine-hole course near Alton. I
eventually joined Sandford Springs, set in beautiful countryside south of Greenham Common.
What other sports have you
played?
As a youngster I played
anything I could get into.
Mainly football, but I became
very interested in rugby league
and played as a junior at my
local club, Salford. I also did all
my swimming badges, Bronze
Medallion Lifesaving and ASA
Teachers’ Qualifications. These
were very useful as they
helped getting jobs at the local
pools and leisure centres. I
then went on to PE College
and played everything that
was available as well as sailing
and canoeing.
What’s the appeal of KGC?
I suppose it was the setting of
the club to start with. The
entrance drive is lovely and the Clubhouse is surrounded by landscaped and manicured
grounds, and that’s before you get to see the course! We’d intended to try out other clubs but
after we had played here and were made to feel so welcome, we didn’t bother.
How widely have you travelled to play golf?
I think for me the best courses we’ve played abroad have been in Portugal - Val de Lobo and
Pinheiros Altos being exceptional with their combination of golf, scenery and wildlife. That said,
golf in Italy is amazing, big open championship courses like Rimini Verucchio are wonderfully
located in beautiful countryside and midweek they are relatively free of tourists and locals.
What would you say golf has to do to attract more club members, particularly the young?
My experience would suggest you have to create an escalator or low cost pathway to bring a
range of people into golf. For example, Pitch and Putt is a great way to introduce young people
and families to the basics of the sport and provides the first step to getting them interested. The
trick then is to tempt Mum, Dad and the children into the club through other activities. Allied to a
modern driving range it could contribute to the development of academy to encourage
membership to all age groups.
What have been your funniest, best and worst moments as a golfer?
Watching a friend pursue his wireless golf trolley into the Sandford Springs lake was hilarious clubs and accoutrements floating away while good friend swam after them. My best round was a
79 at Dale Hill in Kent. The worst? Playing 18 holes at Wentworth after twisting my knee on the
way to the course. It was a disaster all round since we’d won the privilege to play there in a
competition and had been looking forward to it for weeks. The pain as the round went on was
excruciating. The only thing I remember is the fantastic meal in the Grill Room afterwards!
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Scorecard Apps: Digital Wonder or
a Chip Too Far?
The future of golf? Or merely a detour on the way to electronic
monitoring of competition golf rounds? For new handicaps
chairman, Dave Firth, there are pros and cons with the mobile
phone apps that members have been encouraged to
download as the golfing season gets under way in earnest.
On the first outing for the app, about 30 per cent of entrants to
the April Medal responded by inscribing their scores into the
system. The rest stuck to the traditional card version, though
some entered both. By the May Medal, usage of the app had
risen to 50 per cent of the field but seemingly most were
entered at the end of the round.
The electronic score card can be located on the My England
Golf app or the Howdidido version, ClubV1 which also
accesses all the usual HDID features. Both are simple to set
up.
Where they existed, the Comps Chair used the electronic
entries as a cross reference for the card entries, particularly
where the leading scores were concerned or where there
might be anomalies between the accounts.
Back to Clubhouse Entry
“We still have to enter the cards into the system then use the
the ones entered by the app, particularly where we’re
checking potential winners. I’m not sure how it’s going to go
but as long as Covid permits, we’ll be back to entry in the
Clubhouse computer anyway,” said Dave.
“But if we’re asking people simply to fill in their electronic
score card on their phone, then that could weaken the
incentive to use the Clubhouse bar and catering in normal
times. It’s one of the things we have to weigh.” In other words,
could remote scoring lead to remote golfers - strangers to the
Clubhouse.
“There are definitely pluses though,” adds Dave. “It speeds up
the process of score reporting and once a full leaderboard is
up and running you would get a speedier, real-time record of
how the match is progressing.”
He added that the app could be extended eventually to cover
things like paying at the bar or in the shop. Many will take the
view that inevitably, as a further advance in golf course
technology, entering our scores by an app will become a
normal routine. Others will wonder whether, minus a signed oﬀ
scorecard, there are potential loopholes around the verification
of scores entered only by phone. Whatever the hiccups, the
score card app is surely here to stay.
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Salutory Tale
Mobile phone score
entering was well and truly
tested at last year’s Under
England 18s Girls’
Championship, where
Knaresborough’s Rachel
Seal was one of the
competitors.
The girls were asked to
agree their scores every
three holes, then enter
them in the Golf Genius
App as the round
progressed.The plan was
that the leaderboard
would be updated for
spectators throughout the
day. Sadly, as the
leaderboard stuttered to a
halt the plan looked to be
in trouble by the halfway
mark. It seems the
irresistibility of TikTok was
sapping batteries,
meaning many girls were
unable to enter any further
scores.
There’s many a slip twixt
digit and keyboard. In a
junior boys’ competition,
one youthful player keyed
a 72 into the top line of his
app instead of a 79
without his playing partner
witnessing it. Later, when
the marker was checking
the online leaderboard he
noticed it was showing his
partner with a 72 although
he had signed him for a
79. A sharp DQ followed.
Still hard to better an
indecipherable but

authentic witness
signature on a damp
score card.
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Fast Eddie
A cheery, ruddy-cheeked,
chatty man with one of the
most distinctive golf
swings in the Club. Yes,
that was Eddie Thompson,
a member since the early
nineties until illness kept
him away from the golf
course up till his recent
death, aged 78. That
distinction? Well, not for
nothing was he widely
known as “Fast Eddie”. He
played like a man who had
a train to catch -rarely a
practice swing and an
action that was best
described as a blur. It was
said that if you started
three holes ahead of him
you’d started too late.
A former Rabbits’ Captain,
Eddie was however known
as a very organised leader
who liked to keep his
records in perfect order.
Before golf, he was a more
than useful cricketer,
particularly as a
wicketkeeper and played
for many years for Mirfield,
near Huddersfield.His
other passion when
younger was badminton.
His smiling presence is
much missed.
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Captains Honour Club Hero
An honour guard of past Captains from Knaresborough Golf
Club paid silent tribute to one of their former colleagues
when the hearse bearing his coﬃn arrived at Stonefall
cemetery and crematorium in Harrogate

The ex-Captains acted after learning that Covid restrictions
prevented their attending the church service at St Peter’s
and the Chapel at the crematorium the following day.
Keith Helsby died on April 20th aged 82 after a long illness.
First joining the Club in 1974, he moved to Kendal then
Otley with his job as manager at the Yorkshire Bank. He
returned and rejoined the club in 1992. He became
President three years later.
But he is remembered most importantly for the work he did
on the club committee and then as Captain in 1980 at a time
when the golf club faced momentous challenges. A large
part of its rented land had been handed back to the owner
who wanted to sell mineral extraction rights to a major
excavating company.
The Club’s future was in the balance and Keith Helsby was
among those who fought to secure its status after prolonged
negotiations which led to the creation of the now fullyowned Knaresborough golf course.He is survived by his wife
Wendy, two sons and five grand children.
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Golf Rocks as Pro Andy Pitches to Young Hopefuls
Golf is for girls - as well as the boys. That's the message being delivered with special emphasis
in the coming summer months, as Club Pro Andy Turner opens up the Girls’ Golf Rocks
campaign, set in motion by England Golf.
A six week coaching programme,
beginning in June and running
until October, will start on the
practice ground and round oﬀ
with some on-course golf for girls
new or relatively new to the game.
During the winter months, and
subject to any Covid restrictions,
Andy will be taking the golf into
local schools to give as many
children in the area an opportunity
to try golf. Andy has been
personally running many of the
four junior coaching sessions for
youngsters between five and 15.
They consist of hourly spells on
Saturday afternoons and are
grouped according to age and
ability.
Said Andy Turner: "The aim of all the sessions is to give them all a fun but informed introduction
to the game and to give them the opportunity to develop their games, and eventually become
members with handicaps.
"They will hopefully continue further and compete in the junior nine and 18 hole tournaments
and enjoy team golf."

Membership up, but Long Haul Ahead as Club Braces for
Lasting Eﬀects of Covid
It may have been one of the worst golfing years in a generation because of the pandemic, but golf
has come back with a bang, especially at Knaresborough. Membership soared to 670, the highest
it’s been in 10 years and the increase was across the range of categories.
Indeed, such was the demand that two categories - the seven day and Flexi memberships - have
been closed for the foreseeable future and applicants have gone on a waiting list.The last time the
Club retained a waiting list was in 2005.
Most clubs have enjoyed a bounce back, helped by the fact that golf was among the earliest to
reopen for business after the first lockdown and was a healthy alternative for the amateur
sportsmen and woman denied their regular sports.
Knaresborough’s finances are said to be recovering steadily from a tough year in which more than
£80,000 in visitor income and £45,000 in bar sales was lost and the Club paid out £70,000 in
rebates to members for the lost months of course and club access. Inquiries locally showed that
Knaresborough’s compensation to members was among the most generous in the area. Furlough
support, local government grants and other business aid measures helped ease the pressures.
Against this background, it’s easy to see why strong membership levels are a high priority and the
targets set out in the Management Committee’s Strategic Plan are so vital. As the document says
the aim is “to put in place a comprehensive procedure for recruiting, engaging and integrating new
members in the Club.”
In terms of its impact generally on the Club, the Covid pandemic is being treated as a three year 7
phenomenon reaching far into next year.
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Knaresborough Six Aim High…
and Become Charity Champions
It was some weekend in June when six Club members went above and beyond….Falling out
of the sky or teeing off at four in the morning to raise funds for two charities close to their
hearts.
First, after four cancellations because of weather or the Covid restrictions, Carole Capes and
Julie Curry finally made their 10,000 foot parachute jump for the Yorkshire Air Ambulance
service.
Then, on the Sunday, four doughty males set out in early morning drizzle to meet the
Macmillan Cancer Support’s Longest Day Challenge.
The ladies had been inspired to rally to their charity after the dramatic airlift by Yorkshire Air
Ambulance of Richard Capes in 2019. Richard had suffered a heart attack on the second
fairway - ironically in another charity golf event. Members rushed to his aid, paramedics
arrived, all enough to stabilise him for the helicopter flight to Leeds General Infirmary.
Carole and Julie’s brave efforts over the East Yorkshire coast had raised more than £4000
soon after their jump.
Steve Watson, Graeme Sharp, Jonny Braithwaite and Mark McLaren took on the 72 hole
challenge and completed the job in exactly 12 hours with a couple of breaks on the way. They
had raised more than £2,000 within a few days of their endeavour.
We salute all six of them for their wonderful achievements.
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